
in deepening our summers 
on Nantucket, purposeful 
in grounding our lives. 
What happens in the 
Chapel or in beach wor-
ship does not stay there, it 
bleeds out into our shared 
lives.   (continued p.3) 

Recently I assisted in the 
baptism of an infant whose 
family is connected to the 
Chapel. After the festivities 
of these several days 
passed, I found myself re-
flecting on the deep intent 
in offering this young life to 
God, whom we know in 
Jesus Christ.  We have 
beginnings and grow roots 
and bear witness to the 
One in whom we ground 
ourselves. The guests at 
the party after the baptism 
all had been in the church, 
had worshipped together 
and had seen how impor-
tant this occasion was to 

the family. Some were 
members of the church, 
some were not. This is 
both a strong and a quiet 
form of evangelism. 

I began to think about our 
life at the Chapel and how 
important our presence 
and our worship is, both 
for ourselves and for the 
broader community. Peo-
ple often comment on how 
lovely the Chapel is when 
they come either to wor-
ship or to sightsee. It is, 
yet I hope they see more. I 
hope they, and we, see 
that that we are purposeful 

Brian Pfeiffer, Matt Ander-
son (carpenter), Pen Aus-
tin (plasterer) and Adam 
Zanelli (painter) are on 
schedule to finish the res-
toration of the vestibule by 
Memorial Day. The long, 

cold winter has made 
work difficult. The goal is 
to restore the vestibule to 
the way it looked fifty 
years ago before the ceil-
ing was lowered, the em-
bossed metalwork was 

removed and the wood 
paneling was installed 
when the front door was 
relocated. The finished 
product will be authentic 
and match the Chapel inte-
rior.     Jeff Lockhart 

Welcome Friends 

Preservation: Vestibule Project 
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Protestant  
Service 

Sunday 10:30am 

June 14-
September 20 

Eucharist and 
Healing Service 
Thursday 8am 
beginning June 18 

 

The Reverend  
J. Carr Holland III 

 

 

 

Roman Catholic 
Services 

Sunday 8:45am 

June 28-
September 6 

 

Father  
Marcel Bouchard 

19 Beach Service 8am 

19 Communion Service 

26 Outreach Sunday 

27-30 On the Isle  

Performance 

 

AUGUST 

2 Beach Service 

2 Joe Hale, Global Bright Light 
Foundation 5pm 

9 Gregg Swain, The Game and 
Art of Mahjong 5pm 

13 Fundraising Concert 5pm 

16 Beach Service 8am 

16 Communion Service 

JUNE 

14 Protestant Service begins       
10:30am 

18 Eucharist Service begins         
8am 

28 Catholic Service begins  

8:45am 

               

JULY 

4 Lawn Games/Sconset Trust 

5 Beach Service 8am 

5 Charness Family Chamber     
Music 5pm 

12 All Church Picnic 5pm 

 

16 Dr. David Nathan, Cancer 
Treatment Revolution 5pm 

23 Outreach Sunday 

23 Taize Service 5pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

6 Last Catholic Service 

20 Last Protestant Service 

Siasconset Union Chapel 
P.O. Box 400   
18 New Street 
Siasconset, MA 02564 
508-257-6616 
www.sconsetchapel.org 
 

Calendar of Events 2015 
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Last year we inaugurated our beach services and they were 
very successful. By the end of the summer, over 100 wor-
shippers joined us at 8am for a beautiful and informal ser-
vice complete with pets, children and house guests. 

We were blessed with perfect weather but always recom-
mend that you call the chapel at 508-257-6616 after 
7:30am that day if the weather looks questionable. Join us 
July 5, July 19, August 2 and August 16. 

We meet at the main entrance to the beach .  Services at the 
Chapel at 10:30 also are offered that day, If you would like 
to help with the service please let Bill Crispin know. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
In addition to our musical event, there will be lectures by Joe Hale of Global Bright Light Foundation,  Dr. 
David Nathan of Harvard Medical School speaking on the Cancer Revolution and Gregg Swain tracing the de-
velopment of Mahjong and the culture of China. Check the calendar and join us on Sunday evenings at 5pm! 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

Elizabeth Cote 

William Crispin 

Sheila Daume 

Lynn Filipski 

Joe Hale 

Ray Grubbs 

Jeff Haines 

Judy Holding 

Linda Mackay 

Mary Malavase 

Deborah Martin 

Ralph Mueller 

Tracy Murray 

Elizabeth Queally 

Jay Riley 

Catherine Saynor 

Robert Stroud 

Presidents Emeritus 

Jeff Lockhart, Mimi 
Young Investment 

President’s Message 
Now that this epic win-
ter is behind us and daf-
fodils reappear, it is time 
to bring you up to date 
on Chapel news and 
plans. 

The results of our 
Christmas appeal ex-
ceeded all our expecta-
tions with gifts totaling 
over $40,000. My special 
thanks to all for your 
generosity which will 
help ensure the upkeep 
of our beautiful building 
and that our outreach 
program will continue to 
be fully funded and possi-
bly expanded. 

We suffered some tree 
damage with several 
storms, including 
downed limbs that nar-
rowly missed the build-
ing.  Pruning has been 

completed and debris 
removed. 

We are excited about 
our “season” on many 
levels. There are beach 
services planned, two in 
July and two in August. 
We are fully booked for 
weddings and we have 
exciting cultural, educa-
tional and musical events 
in the works. Please at-
tend our special fund-
raiser for the Chapel, 
planned for Thursday 
August 13th at 5pm—a 
concert given by Cour-
tenay Hardy and Alan 
Murchie. Afterwards sev-
eral members of the 
Board and the commu-
nity will host a light sup-
per for all those who 
would like to gather. 

As Carr and Maxwell 
begin their second  

summer with us, the work 
on Amen cottage also is 
complete. We look forward 
to continued growth and 
deepening our relationship 
with them, in the breaking of 
bread, in shared laughter and 
in our ongoing efforts to 
share our blessings both ma-
terial and spiritual through 
our outreach programs and 
commitment to worship. 

In the words of poet Emily 
Dickinson: 

“Who shall not find his 
heaven below 

Shall fail of it above 

God’s residence is next to 
mine 

His furniture...is love.” 

We have found our Heaven, 
let us share His love 

Catherine Saynor 

 
 

operating budget for 
2015 anticipates making 
a draw of $48,000 which 
is consistent with our 
policy of limiting the 
draw on endowments to 
3% of total assets. 

Within the endowment 

As of March 5, the overall 
endowment aggregated to 
nearly $1.75 million. This 
is an increase of $160,000 
over the prior year. The 
favorable investment cli-
mate was a significant fac-
tor in the increase. The 

there is $240,00 re-
stricted for the colum-
barium, $450,000 for 
capital improvements, 
$925,000 unrestricted 
and the remained re-
stricted to various func-
tions.     Ralph Mueller 

S I A S C O N S E T  U N I O N  
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We come to the Chapel to 
bow our lives and to lift our 
spirits. We come in the 
midst of many happy rou-
tines and occasions, as well 
as some sad ones, to create 
a space to intentionally offer 
our lives, our gifts and our 
needs to God. We come to 
seek Christ’s influence on 
our daily actions, thoughts, 
hopes, hurts and intentions. 
Some of that influence 
comes by scripture, opened 
and reflected upon. Some 
comes by our being to-
gether, kindly disposed to 
one another. Some comes by 
the language of prayer. Some 
by quiet, created and en-
tered into. Some comes by 

music as it washes over us 
or comes forth from us. 

In order to broaden and en-
rich our music, a new hymn-
book, Glory to God, has 
been procured. A well-
considered hymnbook pro-
duced by the Presbyterians, 
it combines past favorites 
and more recently employed 
hymns and service music. 
The essential favorites of the 
chapel are in it as well as 
many that have been missing. 
We are indebted to Lesley 
Blanchard, the Maribel Fin-
nell Foundation, and to 
Denis Keller for funding this 
purchase. 

 

We will explore the versatility of 
Glory to God in some informal 
hymn sings as well as through a 
Taize Service on Sunday evening 
August 23rd. If you are not famil-
iar with Taize worship, it is a 
quiet reflective way to enter into 
prayer which uses centering mu-
sic and plays light against dark. 

Another season is upon us to 
bow our lives and lift our spirits 
and to strengthen the life of the 
island. I look forward to the com-
munity we continue to build and 
nourish at the Chapel. 

In Christ’s love, 

The Reverend J. Carr Holland III 

Our most significant discretionary 
expenses were devote to renova-
tions to Amen Cottage that were 
long overdue. In keeping with one 
of our most cherished goals, we 
fully funded a meaningful Outreach 
effort that is largely devoted to on 
island grants. These two large ex-
penses were fully funded by some 
wonderful designated gifts and a 
prudent 3% draw from our endow-
ment.  

In 2014 we are budgeting normal 
expenses that are similar to last 
year. Unfortunately last winter’s 

Last year was a good year for 
the ‘Sconset Chapel on a fi-
nancial basis. Our revenues 
from normal sources (annual 
giving, Sunday offerings, wed-
ding fees, etc.) were again 
slightly more than $100,000. 
Our normal expenses were 
slighting under $100,000 with 
no significant surprises versus 
our beginning budget. We are, 
indeed, most grateful to every-
one who provides this support 
and allows us to report a bal-
anced budget for last year. 

weather already has required unan-
ticipated landscape expenditures. 
On the discretionary side, we will 
spend a lesser amount to complete 
the Amen Cottage renovations. If 
our revenues are similar to last 
year’s, we will be able to continue 
to meet our Outreach goals. 

With the continued support of both 
of our parishes and a prudent draw 
from our endowment, 2015 should 
be a successful year on a financial 
basis. Thank you to everyone for 
your continuing support of the 
Chapel.          Jay Riley 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Memorial Gifts 
We are grateful for the 
following gifts: 

 

In Memory of: 

Barbara Charlton 

Bill Herbert 

Louis Gerstner 

Joan Brecker 

Alice Wilson 

Jane Guido 

Marsh Chambers 

Letitia Conniff Reed 

 

Jane and Duane Todd 

Janet MacDougall Barron 

Dick Tevebaugh 

Stanley Johnson 

Sam Daume 

Weedie Block 

 

In Honor Of: 

Sheila Daume 

Judy and Bill Holding 

On The Isle 

 

In Thanksgiving for: 

Our Nantucket Friends 

The Sconset Chapel 

Catherine Saynor’s Family 

Friends and Family Far and 
Near 

Memories of On the Isle 

niche). The current in-
terment fee is $1,000 
and includes the required 
urn, plaque and opening/
resealing of the niche.  
Donations for upkeep 
are always welcome. An 
acknowledgement letter 
of the reserved niche will 
be sent for the appli-
cant’s records. 

The pet columbarium in 
the west garden has 
available space for a sug-
gested fee of $150. With 

The memorial gardens 
next to the Chapel are a 
quiet and beautiful final 
resting place for Chapel 
worshippers and/or a 
past or present ‘Sconset 
resident (summer or 
year round). Possible 
expansion plans for the 
west garden will be stud-
ied this spring and sum-
mer. 

Upon acceptance of a 
request, the current cost 
is $2,500 per person (1/2 

Chapel approval,  the 
pet’s ashes may be scat-
tered in this separate 
garden and a memory log 
will be kept. 

 

Please contact Marianne 
Felch at 
mhfelch@aol.com or 
write her at the P.O. 
Box 339 Siasconset MA 
02564. 

S I A S C O N S E T  U N I O N  C H A P E L  

Columbarium 
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“Behold how good 

and pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell 

together in unity” 

Hospitality 

Behold Book and Ornament 

Outreach News 
The Chapel’s largest Out-
reach donation was to the 
Community Foundation of 
Nantucket. The purpose of 
the contribution is to in-
crease the funds available 
for the Community Foun-
dation to support Nan-
tucket nonprofits that pro-
vide Health and Human 
Services, especially those 
dealing with immediate 
basic needs. 

Another recipient of the 

Chapel Outreach is Family 
& Children’s Services of 
Nantucket. “Together we 
will work to find healthy 
ways to strengthen people’s 
lives and families. Your do-
nation makes it possible for 
us to continue those ser-
vices despite the economic 
uncertainty that our agency 
is currently facing” says 
Tessandra de Alberdi Pear-
son, MS, CRC Executive 
Director. 

We also were able to sup-
port Safe Harbor for Ani-
mals, Doctors Without 
Borders, Bright Lights Ini-
tiative and Refugees Inter-
national. The Chapel con-
tinued support of Habitat 
for Humanity on Nan-
tucket, Nantucket Food 
Pantry and EFAC. 

We are extremely grateful 
for your generous support 
of our beloved Chapel. 
Elizabeth Queally 

amusing stories about the 
Chapel. Wait until you see 
some of the old pictures - 
fabulous! 

Also, do not forget the 
wonderful Chapel orna-
ment as a gift for friends 
and family. You may work 
the canvas yourself  or buy 

 The Behold book began as a 
project of the Needlepoint 
Committee on the Chapel 
needlework and evolved 
into a history of the Chapel 
and its relationship with the 
village of 'Sconset. There 
are beautiful photographs 
of the kneelers and many 

it completed for you.             

Please contact  Sheila 
Daume at P.O. Box 604 
Sconset 02564 to purchase. 
The book is $50 and the 
ornaments are $50 unfin-
ished and $100 finished. 

All gifts will be treasured  

for years! 

by providing an item to 
share on a Sunday. 

Also  mark your calendars 
for the annual family picnic 
being held Sunday, July  12 
at 5pm on the Chapel lawn.  

 

Tracy Murray 

We all enjoy the time to 
meet and greet our fellow 
parishioners on alternate 
Sundays following the 10:30 
service. We invite all to 
savor  a cool drink and a 
small treat on the lawn. 

If you would like to help, I 
encourage all those with 
great cooking and baking 
talents to sign up to assist 
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the island to reserve the 
Chapel. Information on Chapel 
policies can be found at 
www.sconsetchapel.org and by 
contacting Elaine Boehm at 508-
257-9868 to reserve a date. 
The cost for weddings is $2,500 
with proceeds directed toward 
building and the garden mainte-
nance.                                                 

As the Chapel guidelines high-
light, marriage is a challenging 
and rewarding relationship that 
is “meant to be lived out in a 
community of faith.” 

The Chapel is a beautiful setting 
for a wedding on the island. We 
encourage year-round residents 
of Nantucket, Chapel summer 
worshippers, off island Nan-
tucket property owners and 
those who vacation regularly on 

length of availability and your 
phone and mailing address so 
the schedule for the summer 
can be set. 

Others are needed for Sunday 
services, including our new 
beach services. If you are avail-
able to usher, be a greeter or a 
reader contact Bill Crispin at 
wcrispin11@gmail.com or Lynn 

Stroud at 
rstroud@cinci.rr.com. 

The Chapel would like volun-
teers to help make meals, pro-
vide transportation or run er-
rands for those in need in our 
village as part of a Care and 
Share committee. Contact 
Elizabeth Queally at ee-
eq9@aim.com. 

The Chapel is open every 
weekday from 10:30 to 
12:30pm for visitors to enjoy 
the beautiful architecture and 
needlepoint kneelers 

If you are interested in being a 
docent, please email ISEE-
MAN45@gmail.com with your 
preferred day of the week, your 

Volunteers Needed 

 Weddings 

Address Change? 

Email change? 

New to the Chapel? 

Please email your  
information to  
Sconsetchapel@gmail.com 

 

Photo credits:  
Holly Pagon 


